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Faith, Finances and a Fresh Start
The Perplexing Question: Hebrews 7:110b

This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the
kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness";
then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace." 3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of
days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever. 4 Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch
Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5 Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect
a tenth from the peopi¢hat is, their brotherseven though their brothers are descended from Abraham. 6 This man,
however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the
promises. 7 And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater. 8 In the one case, the tenth is collected by men
who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living. 9 One might even say that Levi, who collects the
tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 10 because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his
ancestor.

1. TITHING BEGAN UND ER GRACE: Malachi 3:810 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.
"But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and

offerings. 9 You are under a curdbe whole nation of
a. Abraham you--because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and
see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
Genesis 14120 pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it.

Genesis 28:22 and this stone that | have set up as a pillar
will be God's house, and of all that you give me | will give

you a tenth.” 2. TITHING IS NOT SOMETHING WE

John 8:39 "If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, GIVE BUT RATHER THAT WHIC H WE
"then you would do the things Abraham did.
RETURN TO GOD:



Objection #1 £Tithing is not meant for us 3. GUIDELINES REGARD ING TITHING:
in the New Testament

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is Gobireathed and is useful 1- Itis not a requirement for salvation or
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous- church membership, it is taught as a
ness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly spiritual principle, as part of our devotion
equipped for every good work. to and worship of God.

Objection#2 £, FDQYW DIIRUG WR WLWKH
2. Tithing is not to be looked upon as a

. , despised tax to be avoided if possible or
Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he paid reluctantly but with a cheerful heart.

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both

God and Money. e . .
y 3. Tithing is recognition of a partnership

Ephesians 5:3; Colossians 3:5 between God and man.

Objection#3 +t3HRSOH ZKR GRQTW #Tithingiginot leverage to exact answers to
prosper prayers from a reluctant god.

Romans 1:28 5. Tithing is not a substitute for stewardship of

life, time, talent, and possessions.
Numbers 11:180

Psalm 106:15
Haggai 1:6
Leviticus 26:312

6. Tithing is a means of making Jesus Christ
first in living and giving.

Proverbs 11:24 One man gives freely, yet gains even moré&-. Tithing is a sensible portion set aside for
another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. Christ. It is substituting order for frenzy.

1 Corinthians 16:2 On the first day of every week, each ong Tithing teaches that there are some values
of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his” in life worth striving for that do not

income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections .
will have to be made. fluctuate with the stock market.

Objection #4 +*RG :RQIW 0LQG 9. A commitment to tithing is a means of deep
spiritual blessing and a source of genuine

SOHDVXUH ZKHQ OLIHYV ULFKHV DUH
evaluated.



