
Faith, Finances and a Fresh Start  
Blessing:     Malachi 3:6-12 

 
"I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your forefathers 

you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD 

Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' 8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob 

you?' "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. 10 Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and 

see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough 

for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the 

LORD Almighty. 

1. The Premise ï An Unchanging God:  3:6a  

 
 

a. His person 

 
 

Psalm 102:27 But you remain the same, and your years 

will never end. 

 

James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 

does not change like shifting shadows. 

 

 

b. His promises ï they never change 

 

Isaiah 40:6-8 é All men are like grass, and all their glory 

is like the flowers of the field. 7 he grass withers and the 

flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on 

them. Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers and 

the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever." 

Psalm 119:89 Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands 

firm in the heavens. 

Isaiah 46:10 I make known the end from the beginning, 

from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My  

purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 

Psalm 41:1; 37; Proverbs 11:24; 3:9 

Isaiah 58:10; Luke 6:38 

Acts 20:35; 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

 

2. The Preface ï An Unconditional Expectation: 

3:7-10a 

 

a. The summons 

 

 
      i.  To return personally  

      ii. To stop robbing God 



      iii. To return to God that which is his 

 

b. Stewardship  

 

      Self 

   Body 

 Heart 

 Mind 

 Speech 

 Time 

 Influence 

 Worldly possessions 

 Housing, food, & clothing 

 

 

John Wesleyôs Five Points: 

 
 i.   God is the source of the Christianôs money. 

 

 ii.  Christians must account to the Lord for  

            how they have used money.  

 

 iii. Christians are trustees of the Lordôs  

            money. 

 

 iv. God gives Christians money for them to  

            pass along to those who need it.  

 

 v.  Christians may no more buy luxuries for     

            themselves than they may throw their  

            money away.  

 

 

3. The Promise: The Uncontainable Blessing:  

3:10b-12 

a. God as our Source ... The supplier 

 

 

b. The sequence  

 
 1st the floodgates of heaven thrown open  

 

 2nd a blessing poured out  

 

 3rd running over 

 

c. The surprise 

 
 i.   Blessing looks differently for every person  

 ii.  Blessing is not equal  

 iii. Blessing is not always or only in this life 

 iv. Blessing is not always material 

 v.  Blessing is can be protection from  

 iv. Blessing is responsibility 

 

 
1. We are responsible to earn all we can  

 

 
 a. But not at the expense of our own health or our  

          relationships such as marriage, and family  

 

 b. Not from anything questionable, sinful, illegal or      

          immoral 

 

 c. We are to do so without hurting or   

          disadvantaging our neighbour  

 

 
2. We are responsible to save all we can 

 

 

3. We are responsible to give all we can 


