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Faith, Finances and a Fresh Start

Mesmerized by Materialism: Luke 12:1534

15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good
crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What shall | do? | have no place to store my crops.' 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'l
do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to
myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." 20 "But God
said to him, '"You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared
for yourself?' 21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 22
Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your
body, what you will wear. 23 Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do
not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!
25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you
worry about the rest? 27 "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you, not even Solomon in all
his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart

on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father
knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32 "Do not be afraid,
little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor.
Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

1. Money Myths: 12:1621 v. Money means security

vi. Money means happiness
i. Money means achievement

ii. Money means freedom 2. The Principle of Tithing:

iii. Money means respect Leviticus 27:3032

iv. Money means power Numbers 18:221



Matthew 23:23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and PhariEphesians 5:3 But among you there must not be even a hint of

sees, you hypocrites! You gi\/e a tenth of your spmgt, sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, be-
dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more impor-c2use these are improper for God's holy people. (Col. 3:5)

tant matters of the lawustice, mercy and faithfulness. ) .
. . ) Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and
You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting thebe content with what you have, because God has said, "Never

former. will I leave you; never will | forsake you."

i. Before MosesGen. 14:1720; Heb. 7:110 6. Getting a Grip on Spending:12:2930

ii. Inthelaw Luke 11:42

7. Good Works:12:31
iii. In contrast to gracel Cor. 16:2: 2 Cor. 9:7

2 Corinthians 9:6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to

. . you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, th%u will abound in every good work.

world, and all who live in it.

3. Ownership and Stewardship:12:2230

Titus 2:14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wick-
edness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own,
4. Trust is a Must: 12:2229 eager to do what is good.
2 Cor 9:11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can
_ be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of moneyyill result in thanksgiving to God.
and be content with what you have, because God has said,

"Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you."

*RGIV 3URBIIY LRQ
Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs ac-
cording to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured

5. Freed from Greed:12:15 y
to you.



