
Getting Ready For Easter  
Preparing Your Heart:      Joel 2:12-14  

 
'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.' 13 Rend your 

heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 

abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a 

blessing-- grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your God. 

1.  The Message is an Invitation: 2:12 
 

 

 

 a. For the people of God 

 

 

 

 b. Itôs personal 

 

 

 

 c. Itôs urgent 

 

 

 

ñJesus didnôt come to save us just from the 

penalty for our sins; he came to save us from 

our sinsò 

 

 

ñThe more we see the depth of our sin, the 

more we realize the height of Godôs loveò  
              Frederica Mathewes -Green

  

2 Cor. 7:10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 

salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings 

death. 

 

 

2.  A Matter of the Heart and life: 2:13a- 14 

 

 

Genesis 37:34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sack-

cloth and mourned for his son many days.  

 

 

 

 a. Looking inward 

 

 

 

 b. Cut to the heart 
 

 

 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even 

to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 

the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 



 c. The good news 
 

 

Repentance comes from the Greek word 
ñmetanoia,ò meaning a change of mind.  
 

 

The Greek word ñmetamorphosisò means a  
change of shape.  
 

 
Roman 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's 

will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

 

 

3.  The Motivation �± �*�R�G�¶�V���3�H�U�V�R�Q���D�Q�G�� 

     Promises: 2:13b-14 

 

 

Exodus 34:6-7 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaim-

ing, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and  

gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faith-

fulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 

wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the 

guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their  

children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 

generation." 

 

 

 

 a. The Lord is passionate for his people 

 b. The Lord takes pity on his people 

 

 

Acts 2:21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 

be saved.' 

 

Acts 10:43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 

Acts 15:9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he 

purified their hearts by faith. 

 

Acts 13:38 "Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that 

through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 

 

Acts 13:39 Through him everyone who believes is justified from 

everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. 

 

 

 c. ñPerhapsò  


